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1'Envol —-- Farewell to an Artist

- After three years as chairman of the Art Departmentuand six years

as administrator of the College, Dean Mathews Wa; granted a half-year
leave of absence from August, 1965 through January, 1966-"The pfbvision"
cof this»inteﬂvdl for:study and creative work'was particuiarly.timelyé fbr'
he had-just completed the.pfoblem—filled "shakedown! perioa of guiding;ﬂ

the College into fuLl operatlonal status during its flrst year in the

new Fihe Arts Center. Clawson Y. Cannon Jre, a551stant professor of  ‘

“muslc, served as actlng dean in hlS abuence.

Dean Mathews resumed nis p051t10n for the remalnder of the 1965 66
Vacademic year and'the,ensuing summer and fall terms} ajperiodvfilléd

V'Wlth contlnulng problems of addltlonal facllltles and staff.

Chrlstmas vacatlon V151t at the home of hls daughter 1n ::

hefwas.strickgn=withja severe heart”attackfand“remainedfthe.e

"ﬁndéthﬁréaﬁmEﬁiifqi thé_né#ﬁﬁ{hree‘mopths: ‘Béc?usé'éf‘fhe,patﬁre;o.

‘_eatment Qf'dancer;' He died
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In his eight years at the helm .Dean Mathews had guided the College
through a difficult period when its departments were scattered in temp-
orary housing, and had_played a tital role in the ﬁlanning and eventual
‘completion of thelr new home together in the Harris Flne Arts Center.
With a spec1al talent for galnlng the confldence ang cooperatlon of hleﬂ
colleagues, he‘had helped to~bring~about a new unity of purpose and

effort by the faculty, and had successfully 1ntegrated the new Commun_-afe'

ications Department.

The Dean'eneouraged hisadepartmeﬁte in creativeuundeftakingéEwhich

could reach 2 w1de 61rcle of student and publlc audlences.f Even three

years before the Fine Arts Center was a reallty,vthe College sponsore'

”Religion,a'd

a flne arts festlval in the sprlng of l96l'on the theme

“the Flne Arts

an art exhlblt

and three artlcles publlshed

an opera,

”offpe;htihgs and-sculpt
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The Deanship of Lorin F. Wheelwright

In Dr. Lorin F. Wheelwright of Salt ILake City President Wilkiﬁson
found a multi-talented leader to assume the deanship of the College of
Fine Arts and Communications. He was a musician and educator by training>
and profession, a graphic artist and publisher in business, and.é skilled
communicator by the spoken and written word. He brought to the positioﬁ
a fresh aﬂd imaginative approach, and ﬁhrough specilal organizational

skllls stlmulated the faculty and student body of the College to new

1evels of achievement.
The following is a summary of his background:

Born in Ogden, Utah, Dec. 20, 1909

Married to Ila Spilsﬁury; parents of three daughters and one son.
Studied plano in Ogden, and abk a young teen- ager got a JOb panlng the

Egyptian
organ in the/@ﬂﬁﬁ&ﬂm Iheater to accompany the 51lent mov1es.

Undergraduate studles at Weber College and Unlver51ty of Utah B. S."'
| "1n music and psychology, 1930 - . , 4 ' .
Mohoy educatlonal psychology, 1931, Unlverslty of Chlcago:;i J v
Ph.D., Columbla Unlver51ty, music educatlon, 1938 e
Teacher in Utah schools, 3 years, 1931—34 )
:Head of Music Dept., Oswego (N.Y.) State Teachers College, 1935 36 |
Supervisor of Music, oalt Lake City Schools, 1936 50 (13 years)

Positions of leadershlp in Salt Lake ClVlC Music A55001at10n, Utah

Symphony Board, Salt Lake Oratorio Society, Intermountain Radio -

Council, Califorhia-Western Music Educators Conference, Utah

Congress of Parents and Teachersj and Salt Lake Council, Boy

Scouts of America
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Member of Utah Legislative Council, Utah School Merit Study Commission,
Chairman and vice-chairman of Utah Coordinating Council of Higher
Education, and Utah commissioner to Western Interstate Compact on
' Highef Education
President of Wheelwright ILithographing Co., Wheelwright Press,.lnc",
and Wheelwright Publications Inc.
President of Printing Industry of Utah

Production‘manager of the Arts Division, Utah Centennial Commission,l19k6-7

Member of the General Board, Deseret Sunday School Union, 1956~
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Organizational Ddvelopments

The Dean set up Planning Seminars of two or three days' duration
before the beginning of each school year. These helped to define the
duties of chairmen, formulated unified objeétives for the College, ang
aidéd the adoption of managemeht—by-objective technigues. One of the

specific outcomes was the setting up of basic policles for cooperation
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of the Music and Dramatic Arts Deparfments for the production of musicals.
Special faculty workshop; were held each semester to share plans
and objéctives with all of the teachers in the College, and to stim-
ﬁlate and give recognition to their creative achievements. The Dean
himself provided a challengiﬁg exémple in perédnal,develmeentt through
continuing musical study and by a steadj output of speeches, written
articles, booké; illustrafions, and ﬁuéi&al compositidns.
Another outcome of the seminars and wofkshops was an on-going
review of department curricula with a view to increasing effiqiency:

and raising the quality of instruction and of the graduatéS'frdm each

department of the College.'

In order to reliwve the department chairmen of burdens in academic
accounting of students' credits for graduation,'the Dean aésigped.h1554;1f‘f'

secretary, Mrs. Yvonne Miller, to head a College AdViEemenﬁ Ceﬁtér

Whth the assistance of Dr. William R. Siddoway, desn of Admissions and
Recoras, this innovation became a model for similér centers in eaéhEQ;L-Lﬂ
the other colleges of the University. -

| As a unique aspect of the new center.in Fine Arts and Communica-
tioné; the Dean providéd each.department with'a cassette tape recorder
and assembled for ﬁhe benefit of new students an audio-tape iibrary of

capsule descriptions of all basic courses in the College.-

2%

Author's interview with Lorin F. Wheelwright, Dec. 17, 1973,
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The Mormon Festival and Special Events

In the first semester of his deanship Dr. Wheelwright was asked
by President Wilkinson to assist in the organization of a patriotic
assembly to be présented in the Fieldhouse. With the title, "Heritage
of Freedom," the script was written by the dean to trace in dramatic
episodes the highlights of mankind?s gpic struggles from the days of
Moses and Pharoah to the American Revolution. Dramatization, staging,
and lightingkms developed by the Drmmatic Arts Department, and stirring
music Was provided by the Music Department's big choruses and symphonic
band. The climax was a memorable address Ey Paul Harvey, national-rédio
commentator., |

Alpo in the same year the Dean was approached by Prof. Dale Fletcher
and a group of students from the Art Department who proposed the show1ng
of a speclal exhibit of Mormon art. After the group. had tried out the
idea with some showings in off-campus 1ocatiops, it weLs decided tQ_rvA
combine'an aftbdisplay with other events embrébing music, dréﬁé, litérature,

and ballet-—all coordinated and sponsored by the College as a Mormon

Festlval of Arts. The flrst annual festlval was held in the sprlng of_

1969 and featured an art exhibit and the Amerlcan premler performance of.”

Pilgrim's Progress by Ralph Vaughn Wllllams.; In,L97Q:andn1971;9th¢r
features were added, including orlglnal compositions, viéifiné”ér;iéts;u
and fhe participation of other colleges as well, After the third Fest- _'“”
ival, highlights were distilled and published along with a sound |

recording in a 96-page volume, Mormon Arts Vol. I, with a score of

- descriptive essayé and numerocus photographs, drawings, and paintings
reproduced in full color Ykkkhegxmxky. Aggregate attendance for events of

the 1971 Festival was recorded as 57,745.
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Service to the Church

In his summer wxrkskep seminars with department chairmen and autumn
workshops with his faculty, Dr. Wheelwright sought to re-orient the
focus of the College toward service to the entire Church. This was
implemented in a number of significant ways. The university choruses
sang at the Salt Lake Tabernacle in connection with gemeral conferences
of the Church, as had been done earlier, but in addition the woodwind
syﬁphony under Dr, Ralph Laycock played special arrangements of Mormon
hymns for breakfast sessions held by the Sunday School general board.

When a Christmas season lighting feature was beguﬁ at Temple Square
in Salt Lake City, the Dean took the B.Y.U. A Capella Choir and Phil-
harmonic Orchestra for an hour's program in the Tabernacle to markixg
the opening ceremonies. #kxim Some 4,500 singérs frdm‘high,schools in '
Utah 5oined with them in a program of carols which:was broédcésf through-
out the state. br. Lael J. Woodbury, chairman of the-Departmenﬁ of
Speech and Dramatic Arts, read a script for the pccasioﬁ fhat'thé Dean

'hed written. The initial progranm was so successful that the‘pétternwwas_ﬁ”

continued in subSequentAyearé.

Another significant project developed té éerﬁe“thé ehur?h-ainiigrj 
organizations was the recording of mﬁéic for thé §é%;ééa;f;§£i%%£giﬂ |
.developmenﬁ lessons. Instead of dubbking sﬁselections'fx'orri.k-:d:a.ndait-d..vluobz;l.\gs'j

of recording companies, new records were prepared especially for L.D.S.

families by using the ﬁusical and tééhnical resources‘of the College,
and including conﬂributions from otﬁe: parts of the world. To get
these fér subsequent years' recordings, the Dean made trips to the Near
East and the Pacific areas. By 19?1 as many as 10,000 of the record

' " wards

kits were being used annually.by fami¥¥mxs of the Church andAindividualr

families. -
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Another service project which the Dean began in 1970 was the
organization of what was called a "Family Sing," in which he organized
a,chéir of 300 voices made up &f the members of 80 familiss in Sharon
Stake in Orem, Utah. This chorus was taken to the Tabernacle to sing
in the Sunday School session of the general conference, with the plan
later repeated in the Mormon Festival of Arts on the campus. |

Many of the faculty members of the College continued in service
on the general beards and general committees of the Church, but a
major development was the addition of seven members of the Music
Department Faculty to thé General Church Music Committee. Robert
Cundick, composer and organ instructor who was called to beéome a
Tabernacle Organist, became the executive director, with a B.Y.U.
gradﬁate;_Miohael Moody, asB éecretary.A Members on.the committée ffom
the B.Y.U. facultyAwere A. HarbldvGoodman, John R. Halliday, Jameé Al

Mason, Merrill Bradshaw, Rendol L. Gibbons, and John T. Longhurst.

College Enrollments and Graduates

In the year precedlng Dr. Wheelwrlght's appolntment fhé Céliégés

‘had a cumulatlve enrollment of 1 796 undergraduate magors.. in‘Four

years later, 1970-71, this total had risen o 2,413, a gain of 3§ pe

cent. The total for the University rose 27 per.cent in the same years?E
The-numﬁer of bachelor's degrees awarded in the college increased
from 289 to 489 in the samereriod, a géiﬁ of 41 percent. This was
the'same.pate of.gain for-the Uni&ersity.as a whole. Mastef's degrees
awarded rose from 40 to 82 in the period} a gain of 105 per cent, while
theAgain in the University was 38 per cent. Nine doctoral degfees were

granted in the College during the four years in relatively new programs.. . .

25B.Y.U. Farollment Resume, 1970-71.
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Clawson Y. Cannon Jr., who earlier had served as acting dean
 during single terms in 1965 and 1967, #erved as assistant dean in
first two

Dr. Wheelwright's mzzmmd yearg,and in 1969 left the campus to teach
in the East. Dr. Lael J. Wocdbury, chairman of the Department of
Speech and Dramatic Arts, was chosen by the Ddan to serve as his
assistant on a half-time basis in 1969-70, aﬁd full-time in 1970-71.
He wags succeeded as department chairman by Dr. Parley W. Newman.

In the Art Department Prof. Floyd E. Breinholt was appoihted .
chairman in 1968 to succeed Glen H. Turner, and in tﬁe summer of
1971 Prof. Douglas Stout was designated to folloﬁ in the chairmanship.

Prof. J. Morris Richards had been chairman of the Communications
Department since 1966, and was released at the end of 1970-71 to be
followed by Dr..Edwin 0. Haréldseﬁ. Prof. Richards had been wofkiﬁg
ciosely with Dean Wheelwriéht on the Student Publications'Comﬁittee,
and they had deyelopea a more professibna} mahagemept and adyisament
procedure for the campus daily ﬁewspaper,.yearbook, and directory.'

Dr. A. Harold Goodman continued in the cheirmanship of the ' *

Music Department during this period.

A Report of One Year's Activities

The scope of the activities, development, and goals of the
| College during 1970-71 is reflected in a brief report to the Board‘5:-~.
of Trustees made by the Dean on May 1, 1971. A copy of it is

éppended.
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-. Brief.Report on
'} The COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
Tothe Board of Trustees
Brigham Young University
May 1, 1971
By Lorin F. Wheelwright, Dean

_Purpose:’ - B To infuse hlgh artistic achievement with spirituality so our’
‘ ’ ' students” w1ll brmg lasting joy to the:mselves and to all whom
,they serve. ey :

We teach 405 counses in the departrnents of Art Communlca- e
3. Mu51c, and Speech and’ Dramatlc Arts. : Coen

erformance:




After seeing our original production, "The Order is Love"
the following statement was published by Dr. Keith Engar,
Executive Director, Pioneer Memorial Theatre, Unlvermty
of Utah: (Deseret News, March 31, 1971)

"Congratulations are due the Brigham Young University's-
College of Fine Arts for its superb work in the Mormon
Arts Festival. Dean Lorin Wheelwright and Associate
Dean Lael J. Woodbury deserve the applause of all of us
= for planning and carrying through this stimulating event.
The Festival, in giving impetus to such brilliant Work as
Carol Liynn Pearson's and Alexis Az.evedo 5 musxcal
'The Order is Love, promlses to be a prlme means of
developing :the Mormon dramatic and- musxcal literature
we §0 long have hoped for. Brlgham Young Umversl‘cy
is in a unique’ p051t10n to foster . development of arts i
the Church context and all 1ndlca.t10ns are tha.t the Y

Currlculum
Development:_

‘Each department is creatlvely developlng better courses and
sequences, Here are a few hlghllght' “of current activitie,

of th’ 1r edltors.

_Serving on Auxiliary General Boards{ 9% of the full-tima faculty)




Service .
‘Beyond the

:College:
{cont'd. )

~

Serving as executive leaders in iollowulg University
assignments:

Management of student publications:
Daily Universe
Banyan ‘
Student Dlrectory
Supervision of University Periormance
with 11 .sub-committees:
. Planning . and presentatlon of weekly
- Forum Assemblies ‘ S .
Superwslon of. travellng mu51c and drama.
. groups N U .
" ,Mana.gement of travelmg art shows
’Management of . ar,t acqulsl‘clons, re toratlon'
- and exhlbltlon. ’






